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Pastor Mike's Mash
This is a slightly revised version of my annual report to the congregation included in this year’s 
annual report. (Hardcopies of the full report have been in the Narthex for pick-up, as well as a 
digital version that was distributed to our email list.) Please prayerfully consider the contents of 
this article and most especially, how you might be able to respond through your 
participation and generosity. Whatever the causes and reasons for our downturns, your 
response is the antidote. Grace and peace in Jesus—mep. 

Exactly one year ago, my personal life and our shared life together was about to be turned upside 
down. I sat in our January 30 Annual Meeting last year knowing that I was likely about to receive a
non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma diagnosis. Sure enough, by February 9, I had that diagnosis in hand and 
was admitted via the emergency room to the St. Cloud Hospital for the first of what would be 10 
chemotherapy treatments. 

Since that time, many of the trajectories in place after the 2020 lockdowns became that much 
more accentuated in my absence between February and the end of August this year. 

Worship attendance plummeted, and along with it, our financial stewardship. 
We lost our youth ministry director over the summer. 

Our willing volunteer core has continued to shrink, and we buried a number of extremely active 
servants, worshipers, and contributors.  

We have been engaged in a conversation about whether we can even keep Trinity Crossing. 
In many ways, it has been a pretty bleak year. 



But the cross of Christ always invites the eyes of faith to see beyond
the death. 

So there have also been many blessings we should not overlook nor
forget to count. 

Our worship attendance and stewardship has begun to trend upward
over the last quarter of 2022. 

We’ve had more of our 9th grade confirmands transition into our
Living IT high school youth ministry than we’ve ever had since I’ve
been here and had more middle school youth attended the synod’s first
in-person youth gathering since before the pandemic began. 

Most of our newest members who have joined our congregation over
the last 2 – 10 years are actively engaged in Bible study, worship,
service, and giving. 

All of this leads me to believe that the ship has been righted with my
return, and we are pointed toward a better 2023. (At the very least, I
am anticipating a cancer-free 2023, and every single day, I give thanks
to God for that!) 

But I can’t gauge your response to our invitations to be a part of what’s
going on through worship, giving, study, serving, and outreach to our
community. Even if with some positive trends this last quarter of 2022,
unless a critical mass of our congregation adjusts their individual
response to being a part of this congregation regardless of what our
final resolution with Trinity Crossing is—we will be facing another
bleak year. There simply is nothing left to cut. I simply don’t know what
your response can or will be. 

What I do know is that, since my return and going forward, what I can
affect in the life of our congregation, I will continue to put my shoulder
into those things—preaching; teaching; being involved in the lives of
our youth; visiting our homebound, elderly, and hospitalized, the
primary places where I can bring to bear the promises of Christ,
despite the bleakness that our world may deal us.  

Thank you for your partnership as we seek to be the people God has
created us to be, molded and shaped into a congregation of Christ’s
disciples. 
In the name of that same Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. 
Pastor Mike 

 WE WAIT IN 

HOPE FOR THE 

LORD; HE IS OUR 

HELP AND OUR 

SHIELD. IN HIM 

OUR HEARTS 

REJOICE, FOR 

WE TRUST IN 

HIS HOLY NAME.

Psalm 33:20-21 

WEEKLY REOCCURING 
SCHEDULES

Mondays

8am   WWW *

Tuesdays

10am Bible Study 

Wednesdays

9am    TOPS 

Thursdays

7pm   AA

Saturday

8am   Men's Breakfast

Last Saturday of the month only 

Sunday

9am   Worship Service 

10am   Coffee Hour

10:30am   Sunday School all ages 

Christian Sympathies 
Our deepest Christian sympathies to the 
family & friends of Margaret Thiel who 
passed away on January 5th, 2023. A 
celebration of life will take place at a 
later date.



Lent Begins with
For you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.
Genesis 3:19

February 22 @ 7pm

For Lent this season, we will be doing Holden Evening Prayer. Have 
you ever wondered how those folks get to lead that worship 
service? Check out the Sign Up genius link below or signup on the 
hard copy in the narthex.           https://bit.ly/3jB38p5

“Maundy” comes from the Latin word Mandatum, as in the words 
“mandatory” and “command.” We hear the words that Jesus 
commands at his last supper with his disciples, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” We will be celebrating and blessing the First 
Communion of a number of our young people as they join us at 
the Table in obedience to our Lord’s command.
***1st Communion Instruction Recognition of Completion.

Palm or Passion Sunday—The start of Holy week begins today. Grab 
a palm on your way in !  Watch for more info to come on, "A Walk 
Through Holy Week" children's event!! 

It seems odd to call this day "good," for it is nothing but violence, 
abuse, humiliation, and injustice for Jesus. And yet, it is even with all 
this horror in view that we bear witness with John's Gospel, "Jesus 
Christ is the Light of the Word, the Light NO darkness can overcome." 
This night’s service will be a powerful service of creeping darkness 
and candle light called a "Tenebrae Service" or a "Service of 
Shadows." 
 



https://bit.ly/3YerWC3



Each year, per our 
promises made at Baptism 
—by parents, baptismal 
sponsors, and us as a 
congregation—we offer 
both the opportunity to 
receive first Bibles and to 
learn how to use them. We 
do this through a fun, 2- 
session learning 
opportunity for BOTH kids 
and parents. 
As with Sunday School, 1st 
Bibles, confirmation, and— 
well, really, anything and 
everything we might offer 
to and through our families 
—1st Communion 
Instruction is one of the 
ways we seek to follow 
through with the promises 
we made at Holy Baptism. 

• Parents promised to 
provide for instruction in 
the Christian faith, to 
bring their children to 
worship and the Lord’s 
Supper, and more. 
• Baptismal Sponsors 
promised to support 
these parents. 
• Our congregation 
promised to invite, equip, 
support, and encourage 
our families. 
Our next offering for 1st 
Communion Instruction 
will begin this LENT. (Ash 
Wednesday, February 26 
marks the beginning of 
Lent.) See below for the 
full schedule.



Bible Camp—The early bird deadline for getting registered for Bible camp at Onomia is Wednesday, 
March 15. (Fees go up $100 after March 15.) Registration materials will be going home with your youth 
TONIGHT. Stay tuned for other important registration information—camperships available, etc. etc. 
This year’s confirmation camp session, renamed “i BELONG” (Sun., June 25—Fri., June 30) will have a 
slightly different format that looks to be REALLY EXCITING. In addition to the usual fun outdoor 
opportunities that Camp Onomia offers, this year will also feature nightly concerts (called “SPLASH”) with 
guest musicians and performance artists! 

If the “i BELONG” week doesn’t work, there are a number of other opportunities throughout the summer 
that would qualify for our Bible camp experience for confirmation. 
PLEASE NOTE: while there are LOTS of other great camps throughout greater MN and WI, our Bible 
camp requirement can only be met through one of our ELCA bible camps (Onomia, preferably, but there 
are others, as well. Those other camps have a different approach to faith and Scripture, which doesn’t 
make them “wrong” per se—but they don’t necessarily reinforce “being a follower of Jesus in the Lutheran 
way” that we seek to pass on to our youth. 

SUMMER TRIP MINISTRY—Please note the announcements in this bulletin for the Boundary Waters 
canoe trip through Wilderness Canoe Base, open to all 8th grade and older. If you are interested in 
finding out more (or more importantly, planning on going), please sign-up on the clip board in the 
Narthex here, or at Immanuel.

Put together an Easter Basket for the Youth Fundraiser! Starting February 
22, baskets can be any theme or size you’d like! Drop your complete 

baskets off to the office by March 12th and they will go for LIVE bidding 
March 19, 2023. Auction will run through April 2nd. With your baskets, 

please include a list of items in your basket along with an estimated value 
so we can plan accordingly. All proceeds will go to benefit our Living IT 

youth missions. 

Start thnking about your baskets today!

MENTORS & PREPARING FOR LENT—Living IT Youth: if you 
are still in need of a mentor, NOW IS THE TIME TO GET THAT 
COMPLETED. Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22 with 
our Ash Wednesday service. You will need to have your 
mentor in place from that Wednesday on. 
Mentor Training & Orientation is NEXT WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8, 
7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall here at Trinity. 



Numbered envelopes should coincide with the 
donation dollar amount. Checks can me made 

payable to Living IT Youth.





SMALL GROUP STUDIES 
Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast are the LAST Saturday of the 
month, 8am at the Church. We will take a break 
through the holidays and resume January 28th, 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
 Meets Tuesday mornings at 10am in fellowship hall .  

Women’s Bible Study 
We Meet the 3rd Thursday of the month. We will 
gather in the fellowship hall next on Thursday 
February 16, at 9:30am.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our group knits Prayer Shawls to be given to those 
who need God’s arms wrapped around them in the 
time of need.  Baby shawls are given to children who 
are baptized, and caps/scarves are given to support the 
Twin Ports Seafarers Ministry.  All shawls, caps and 
scarves are blessed before they are given away.  Please 
join us in the choir room during coffee hour.  

 

AA Meetings, Open & Welcome to All -
Thursdays, 7pm here at TLC
If you think you have a problem with alcohol-please
attend. If you're interested in attending an AA meeting
but this time doesn't work for you other meetings can
be found by searching online using  "AA Meeting
Locator". 

 UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE: 
OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS:  8AM-2PM
WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAY:  8AM-11AM

FRIDAYS CLOSED
PLEASE NOTE THE DAYS HAVE CHANGED  

W.W.W. Quilters Group
Women witnessing to the World. A quilting group that 

gathers at Trinity Crossings, meets Mondays from 8am- 
12pm. Come one come all. 

 



WE ARE LOOKING TO HIRE IN COLLABORATION WITH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN A JOINT YOUTH 
DIRECTOR. THIS IS A FULL TIME POSITION WITH BENEFITS. IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU MAY 
KNOW WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SUBMIT A COVER LETTER AND RESUME TO 
THE OFFICE AT OFFICE@IMMANUELPRINCETON.ORG 

LIVING IT YOUTHLIVING IT YOUTH  
DIRECTORDIRECTOR

OFFERING COUNTERSOFFERING COUNTERS
We are in need of “recharging” our list of people willing and able to help with counting 
our Sunday offerings. It’s not a huge job, but oh SO necessary. Our counters are 
simply assigned Sundays on a rotating basis, and if that’s a Sunday that doesn’t work 
for you, you are simply asked to be in contact with one of the other counters to trade 
that Sunday. Please contact Liz in the office (763-389-2671 or office@trinity- 
princeton.org) to let her know that you’re available. She’ll assign you with a seasoned 
offering counter so that you are able to learn the ropes. THANKS!

 



Thank you for supporting Trinity in 2023 and sharing your time and talents! If you have any 
questions please email the office or our bookkeeper Scott Hendrickson at 
swh008@msn.com

There are multiple ways for you to give:
By Mail—we have a reliable process for making sure that all offerings are out of the 
building every single day and deposited right way. It is safe, even with our mostly shuttered 
building.
On-line—You can CLICK HERE to give RIGHT NOW, if you want, and that gift can also be 
set-up to come in a recurring way or a one time donation. (This is the link you would follow 
from our website by clicking on the offering plate image there.) This is THE most efficient 
way of signing up for Simply Giving, which is administered by Vanco, one of the most 
secure e-commerce companies in the industry.
Automatic Withdrawal—Contact your bank.
By App—Both the Apple and Google Play app stores have a free app called “GivePlus.” 
Once downloaded to your device, simply search for “Trinity Lutheran Church, Princeton, 
MN”; follow the directions for registering; and set-up your giving in whatever way works for 
your faithful generosity, one time, recurring, or whatever.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!



 

Members
Prayer List
Tony Alferness
Margaret Braun 
Jeri Ann Bredemus
Jan Dery 
Jim Dery
Susan Deyle
Katey Donais
Lainey Druar
Bob Duncan
Marlys Hanson
Bruce Lacher
Del Liestman
Donna Liestman 
Eric Lukkari  
Helen Lundgren
Chellis Matz
Jean Miller
Pastor Mike Pancoast 
Ed Peterson
Bev Reed
Warren Reed
Dina Scandinato
Arlan Schroeder
Carol Skare
Brenda Smith
Anne Stevenson
Curtis Strombeck 
Joyce Tessmer
Ardy Tourville
Barb Wicktor
Russ Wicktor
Dean Winslow
Ginny Winslow
 

 

Family Members & Friends
Peter Berry (Mary Berry’s son)
Diane Boser (Friend of Dan & Jean Anderson)
Gene Brown (Pastor Mike's uncle)
David Doerfler (Pastor Mike's uncle)
Jan Gale's daughter Jamie
Joan Gessar (Courtney Hoppe's mother in- 
law)
Johnathan Gillette (Friend of Liz Christensen)
Hazel (Jan Wittnebel's granddaughter)  
Lylias Hodgson (Renee Lueck's mother) 
Pastor Karl Jacobson (friend of the Pancoast 
family) 
Evelyn Kingma (June Kunkel’s sister in-law) 
Randall Lundgren (Debi’s Pederson’s nephew)
Dale McLaen (Darcee Larsen/Laurel 
McKenney’s brother in-law) 
Esther Neussendorfer (Danette Scepurek’s 
grandmother)
Janice Omtvedt (Ingrid Bavier’s mother)
Elliott Pancoast (Pastor Mike’s dad)
Tracy Pidde( Princeton 3rd grade teacher)
John Rova ( Chuck & Carol Warner’s brother 
inlaw) 
Rob Savage ( Friend of the Keller family)
John Schmid (family of Mike & Linda 
Baumann)
Andy Struthers (Maria Barlage’s brother)
Mauricio Trujillo (friend of the Patnode and 
Miller families)
Patty Thul’s Sister Sheri
Scott Wallin (Char Kramersmeier’s son)
Ronda Wetzel (daughter of Andrea
 & Ron Sandusky)
 

 

 

Serving in the Military
Andrew Anderson
Jacob Benver
Eden Betzler
Lacee Broding
Riley Broding
Ronald Duresky
Riley Forland
Derek Hanson
Hunter Lestrud
Kenzi Lytle
Anthony Mandt
David McCarney
John McCarney
Zachary Morisset
Ben Noard
Parker Pedersen
Benjamin Roth 
Mario Scandinato
Jaden Thimmesch

 

 

Prayer List 


