The Trumpet—December 2021

INVITE * EQUIP * SEND

Pastor Mike’s Mash

Want to keep Christ in Christmas?

Grace and peace to you in Jesus’ name.
The season of Advent and its anticipation and waiting for Christmas
brings with it an invitation to sharpen our faith practice. This is especially true as all of us will be tempted to follow a practice and pattern during this season that offers not “peace on earth, good will to
all,” (as the angels announced to the Bethlehem shepherds), but
more hurrying; more stress; more overspending; and more “stuff” that
few of us actually need.
For this reason, the season of Advent and the practices associated
with Advent offer us an alternative. Here at the church, we have a
number of resources I want to invite and encourage you to pick up
and use this season. (See the article “Pick Up Your Advent Resources
at the Church” for a description of these resources and how you
might use them.) It is my prayer, even as we continue to live in a time
that offers anything but peace, the Word offered in these resources
brings to you a peace the world cannot give.

•

Read your Bibles; do family devotions;
light some candles and
pray.

•

Feed the hungry. Clothe
the naked. Care for the
sick. Comfort the grieving.

•

Find ways to be generous. To your
congregation and to those in need.

•

Worship. Receive the assurance of
God’s grace, mercy, and love thru the
Sacraments.

•

Welcome the stranger and the unwanted.

This is the same peace that Jesus himself—whose birth we anticipate
• Love your enemies. Forgive the guilty.
celebrating and for whose return we long—promises: Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. (John 14:7).
This is the same peace to which the apostle Paul refers: The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7).
And I think this is the peace the recording artist John Prine has in mind in his song that I have referenced and
quoted before, “Spanish Pipe Dream”: "Blow up your TV. Throw away your papers. Go to the country and
build you a home. Plant a little garden. Eat a lot of peaches. Try an' find Jesus on your own."
Of course, as followers of Jesus, we are not left “on our own” to try to find Jesus. He promises to come to us in
the Word; in the gifts of the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; and in the gathering, the encouragement, and the connectedness we share with each other. Our ability to avail ourselves of these gifts
has been sorely tested over the last two years. And yet, we have continued to try to offer these gifts in ways
that are safe.
To that end, over this season of watching and waiting, of hope and of light, (“Jesus Christ is the Light of the
World, the Light no darkness can overcome,” as the opening of our Kids’ Time on Sunday morning reminds
us.), I hope you can find some time and exert some effort to take advantage of Christ’s promised presence in
the Word and meditation offered in these Advent resources.
Similarly, know that Jesus’ promised presence will continue to be offered you here in worship. I continue to
offer the Sacrament of Holy Communion to our elders in their homes, even and especially as they choose, for
the sake of security and safety in the face of what are still climbing covid numbers right now, to stay home. (I
am vaccinated and boosted. I continue to go to get tested a couple of times a week to make sure I am
covid negative and not a carrier. I offer this disclosure to you to assure you; to care for those of you who might
be most vulnerable to the potentials of covid; and to continue to offer to minister to any of you in your
homes.)
As of now, we have no plans to resort to the extraordinary means of last year’s Christmas services (3pm, 5pm,
and 10pm on Christmas Eve with Holy Communion and 9am on Christmas Day also with Holy Communion).
The difference between last year and this is exclusively due to the availability of the relative protection that
the vaccinations offer. But I also understand should you opt not to be in person. I will continue to encourage
you to consider being in-person—we continue to try to mitigate covid potentials through our ventilation system; by adjusting some of our practices during worship (not gathering at the rail and altar for communion, for
example); and by encouraging masking and especially vaccination, especially for the sake of caring for the
potentially vulnerable neighbor. But again, if the risk level continues to be too high for you, again, I am more
than willing and eager to bring the Word and Sacraments to you.
Finally—again—look for those Advent resources throughout this Trumpet and here at the church and the suggested pattern for “keeping Christ is Christmas.” This pattern will offer a haven of peace from the madness of
our current time.
And may this peace that passes all understanding guide and protect your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
See you in worship—Pastor Mike
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December Worship Schedule
11:30-3pm Christmas Caroling—Sunday December
12—Lunch will be served by Living IT at Trinity from
11:30-12:30pm. We’ll carol to several of our elderly or
homebound and then gather at Immanuel for warm
beverages and Christmas sweets!

Sunday, Nov. 28th —1st Sunday in Advent
•

The Prophet Candle: “Light one candle to watch for
Messiah…”
The first candle this year
is the Prophet Candle
because it reminds us of
the prophets sent to
point us to the future
and the coming Messiah.

This is hosted and planned by Living IT but is an invitation to the WHOLE CONGREGATION.

Sunday, Dec. 19—4th Sunday in Advent
•

The fourth candle this year is the
Joseph Candle because it reminds
us of Joseph’s courage after be assured by God.

9am Worship
10am Coffee Hour/Sunday School

9am Worship

Sunday, December 5—2nd Sunday in Advent
•

The Joseph Candle: “Light four candles to watch for
Messiah…”

10am Coffee Hour/Sunday School

The John the Baptist Candle: “Light two candles to
watch for Messiah…”

Christmas Schedule

The second candle this year is
Friday, December 24—Christmas Eve
the John the Baptist Candle
All services will be livestreamed & include candlelight
because it reminds us of John
the Baptist, the one who
3:00pm Holy Communion & Candlelight:
called the people of God to ready for the coming MesChildren’s Sermon
siah.
5:00pm Holy Communion & Candlelight
9am Worship
11pm Prayer at the Close of the Day:
10am Coffee Hour—”Uffda Sunday” Join us in a celeCommunion & Candle Light—Please note: after a
bration of your heritage. Bring your favorite past time
season of hoopla and celebration, this service is a
dish to share with the congregation.
candlelit service of quiet and meditation., along
with carols and other music.
5pm Pathfinders

Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day

Sunday, December 12—3rd Sunday in Advent
•

9am

The Mary Candle: “Light three candles to watch for
Messiah…”

Christmas Day with Holy Communion

Sunday, Dec. 26—1st Sunday after Christmas

The third candle this year is the Mary
Candle because it reminds us of
Mary’s response, and it invites us to
make HER response, ours.

9am

Worship

10am Coffee Hour/Sunday School

9am Worship
10am Coffee Hour/Sunday School
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Pick Up Your Advent Resources at the Church
As always, we offer a number of Advent resources to help you practice and grow in your faith and to “keep
Christ in Christmas.”
Family Advent Kit: (3 pieces)
•

On the Way to Bethlehem table tent: a 4-sided table
tent that sets the theme for each week of Advent and
can be a meal-time reminder for your family’s Advent
practice.

•

On the Way to Bethlehem: Advent Daily Devotions for
Families: This resources offers many suggestions for
family-members—especially children—to draw and
color. There is an included QR code that links to other
downloadable pages related to the booklet. Simply print out those pages if you choose to do so, but
feel free to encourage children to try to create their own designs, as well.
Each day’s devotion includes a brief Bible reading; an accompanying meditation; a “Deeds of Hope”
and “Action” suggestion; and a closing prayer.

•

On the Way to Bethlehem placemat: Each placemat is intended to be used throughout the season. On
the front are “A Hymn” (O Little Town of Bethlehem); “A Mealtime Prayer”; “A Litany” (call and response);
and “Table Talk” activities that could be either a daily or occasional way to “do church at home.” On
the back are some activities: coloring; a maze; and a simple math problem.

With Hearts Uplifted: Daily Prayers for
Advent. Intended for older youth and
adults, each day offers 1 or 2 verses of
Scripture and accompanying prayer.

Need an Advent Wreath?

Advent 2021 Calendar: Probably the simplest
of the resources we are offering, this calendar includes “A Prayer on the Way to Bethlehem,” a daily Scripture reading, and onesentence reflection.
This calendar could very easily be used in
conjunction with any of the other resources

•

Of course, you can always find one
to purchase.

•

The one pictured here on display at
the church is simply lengths of 1x2
screwed together with holes drilled
to hold the tea lights.

•

A birch log with holes drilled for
candles works well.

An Advent Party? Advent “stuck” at our house once we “discovered” a pattern that our kids really enjoyed: an Advent Party! Most nights of the week, we gather in the evening around our fireplace, get rid of our screens, and in
addition to our devotions, we turn down the lights, make our space as cozy as possible. But what everyone REALLY
seems to enjoy are the yummy snacks we serve: Christmas cookies or lefse or cheese and crackers, hot chocolate
or tea for the kids—maybe an occasional “adult beverage” for the parents! When one of our kids once exclaimed,
“I can’t wait for Advent,” we knew we were on to something! Give it a try! —The Pancoasts
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oinsettia Memorial Garden
The Poinsettia Memorial Garden is a beautiful way to remember or
honor a loved one. Order your holiday poinsettia today. Poinsettias
can be given in memory of a loved one or in honor one of our
homebound members. Order deadline is Sunday, December 5th.
Payment is needed at time of order. Place form in the offering
plate or in the church office.

Leaders Needed for Lighting our Advent Wreath on Sunday Mornings

As many families gather around their Advent wreaths for devotion, our family of faith begins our worship
services gathered around our Advent wreath. We would like to invite YOUR FAMILY to
help lead and gather OUR FAMILY in lighting the Advent wreath. Each Sunday, we have
need for two readers for a brief reading along with the congregation
and someone to light the candles on the wreath. This is suitable for
families of all ages and make-ups—young readers; no kids; groups of
friends; etc. etc. If you are willing to be a part of our service, please
sign-up on our Worship Servant Sign-Up Genius
READERS RETURN IN DECEMBER—We are bringing back having the Word read by the
people of God in worship. When you sign-up (see our Worship Servant Sign-Up Genius at…), you will get the
reading in advance. Any questions about pronunciations, etc., Pastor Mike will help coach you up, if necessary, on Sunday mornings! Thanks!!

Table Setters—Preparing the Altar for Worship

In our homes, we teach our kids to help out with basic chores for
the good of the family and to grow in service. It is no different for
the House of God—we are looking for a few more folks to help
set the table for Sunday worship. It’s not a difficult or complicated service, and we have families with kids even who help out. If
this might be you… Or , if you’d like to find out more, please contact Linda Zarns or the office to get trained in today!
lzarns42@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
•
•
•
•

•

Monday—Friday 9am –2pm

Pastor Mike’s day off is typically on Monday, subject to change on weeks that council meets for its regular, 2ndMonday meeting.
Thursday/Friday are typically Pastor Mike’s visitation days when he will be conducting home visitations and Holy
Communion for our elderly and homebound.
Pastoral emergencies can still be directed to Pastor Mike by contacting him directly on his cell phone.
Covid protocols will continue to be in place at the office—I.e., please don’t come to the office if you
are feeling ill or exhibiting any kind of respiratory symptom (coughing, sneezing, etc.); if you have
knowingly been exposed to Covid-19; etc.
Masks are encouraged for all gatherings unless all participants are fully vaccinated.
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Christmas Giving Tree

Christmas Giving is a collaboration between several churches, area businesses, schools and the community to help local struggling
families have a better Christmas. Last year our community
helped 437 people from 97 families have a brighter Christmas.
Trinity will again host 6 families and will be participating by having
tags for 3 families on the tree, using Sign-Up Genius for the other 3 families or by calling Liz at the church office to help figure out
the best option for you.
We are anticipating getting our assigned families in the next week and have populated
Sign-Up Genius at that time with the equivalent of a Christmas tree tag as well as making
the tags available in the church narthex. The hard deadline to return unwrapped gifts with
receipts attached to Trinity is Sunday, December 12th.
Visit Sign-Up Genius Here https://bit.ly/3I89nrU
Some people have expressed the desire to help families but prefer to contribute financially
rather than actually shopping this year. If you prefer to send a check, please write it out to
Christ Our Light and enter Christmas Giving in the memo line and send to the Trinity office.

Laundry Love

Laundry love is a nation wide organization introduced in Princeton in August 2019. This is an ecumenical collaboration among 6 churches in
Princeton. It was started to provide free laundry to people who cannot
afford to wash clothes. It is Trinity's turn to host Laundry Love in December. Volunteers are needed for December 8 and December 27th—5 PM
to 7 PM at the Washboard. Please contact Linda Zarns at 612.385.5699 if you can help. Financial assistance is also needed to pay for the washing and drying of clothes. Please look
for the donation containers or mark your donation accordingly.

Thank you

Thank you to the members of Trinity Lutheran
Church for the tremendous response to the student pantry drive. We are currently at capacity
due to community response. After the Christmas
vacation, we will access our inventory and let
the community know of our needs. Again thank
you. Princeton Schools Support Staff.
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ON-GOING SMALL GROUP STUDIES


Men’s Breakfast —Men’s Breakfast gathers in the fellowship hall usually on
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month at 8am. We WILL gather on Dec.
11th only



Tuesday Morning Bible Study— Our Tuesday morning study meets at 10am,
hope to see you there.



Women’s Bible Study – Will meet the third Thursday of the month at 9:30am. Next meeting Thursday, December 16th.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY—Our group knits Prayer Shawls to be given to those who need God’s arms
wrapped around them in the time of need. Baby shawls are given to children who are
baptized, and caps/scarves are given to support the Twin Ports Seafarers Ministry. All
shawls, caps and scarves are blessed before they are given away. Please join us in the
choir room during coffee hour. If you have questions, contact Joyce Anderson at
763.389.2444.

GOOD SHEPHERD FUND IN NEED OF RECHARGING
In response to our mission to INVITE * EQUIP * SEND, for years here at Trinity, we have maintained an emergency relief fund called The Good Shepherd Fund. It’s name connotes its purpose, echoing Jesus’ words from the Parable of
the Sheep and the Goats: “Whatever you did for the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me” (Matthew
25:40). The fund is completely supported by donations from members of our congregation and is used at the pastor’s
discretion for any sort of emergency need, both from within our congregation but mostly from beyond. Not a month…
and often not a WEEK goes by that we don’t get a call from someone or from one of our partner congregations (Christ
Our Light, New Life, and/or Bethel Christian Reformed, most frequently) to help with rental or utility assistance, vehicle repairs, shelter from an abusive relationship, and/or transient shelter. When the fund balance drops below $1,000,
we have put out an appeal for recharging it. If you can find it within your generosity to help with recharging that
fund, we want to INVITE you to do so. Please be EQUIPPED out of your generosity to give, that we be re-EQUIPPED
to SEND the love of Christ to the least of his brothers and sisters in need. Donations can be given to Trinity Lutheran
Church with the note “For the Good Shepherd Fund.” Thanks!!
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Sunday
December 12th

Middle School Youth
Confirmation Prep
6th—8th Grades

11:30-3pm Christmas
Caroling—Lunch will be
served by Living IT at Trinity from 11:30-12:30pm.
We’ll carol to several of our elderly or homebound
and then gather at Immanuel for warm beverages
and Christmas sweets!
This is hosted and planned by Living IT but is an invitation to the WHOLE CONGREGATION.

Serving God by Serving Others—Up-Coming Opportunities
Here are a variety of service opportunities for you to learn and grow in
In-Service—Any project or activity
benefitting our churches:
•

•

Wednesday or Sunday Worship— Ushering, Serving Communion, Greeting, Serving Coffee. (Remember acolyting is its
own thing.)

Community Service—Any project or
activity benefitting others beyond
our churches:
•

Community Meal— December
2nd

Holiday Boutique or Cookie
Walk—Fri., Dec. 3rd (set up)
and/or Sat., Dec. 4th (general
help-out)

National Youth Gathering/Synod Journey

We now have an opening for ONE MORE YOUTH for the National Youth Gathering/Synod Journey (Thurs., July 21 –
Thurs., July 28). If you are in high school and interested in
seeing what a synod journey for service and learning to Duluth and the ELCA National Gathering in Minneapolis, please
speak either to Pastor Mike or Youth Director, Kali Kadelbach
(320.262.0406 or youthandfamily@immanuelprinceton.org)!
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Living IT High School Events & Activities:
Wednesday Night Times:
4pm

Fundraisers:

Hangout time

These are open and available and are necessary
parts of the commitment
to our Summer Trips.

5:30pm Dinner—All are welcomed
6:30pm

Worship

7:30pm

Small Groups

A Collaborative Middle- & High
School Ministry Between Trinity and
Immanuel Lutheran Churches

SUMMER
MISSION/SERVANT TRIP—BAYOU LeBATRE,
ALABAMA: Fri., June 17—Sun., June 26

OUR SIGN-UP DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5.
The trip is open to the first 18 registrants, 8th
grade and older—adults and parents are welcomed and encouraged to come for a challenging and rewarding week of service to this
hurricane-ravaged region of the Alabama Gulf
Coast, just west of Mobile and near the Alabama
-Mississippi border. Service includes anything from
“Kids’ Club” activity groups to basic yard work
and maintenance to service in area pantries and
food service kitchens. Our experience is hosted
and guided by YouthWorks, a pan-Christian organization with dozens of sites across the US. A
$50 commitment deposit secures your spot, with
the expectation for participation in groupbuilding fundraising between now and the trip’s
departure.For more information, contact Living IT
youth coordinator, Kali Kadelbach ( 320.262.0406
oryouthandfamily@immanuelprinceton.org).
10th Annual TLY Holiday Boutique Fundraiser

If you would like to sign up to bake cookies for this event—
please visit the Sign-Up genius at https://bit.ly/3pJxkib

There will be a couple other craft shows in
Princeton that day & Immanuel Cookie Walk!
Get
out and enjoy these wonderful community
events on December 4th!
** ”Living IT” Holiday Boutique Fundraiser is
hosted by the Trinity Lutheran
Youth Group.
All proceeds benefit their Mission
trips.

Come shop with over 20 local Crafters and
vendors! Visit our Bake sale table, concessions
for lunch and sign up for some amazing door
prizes donated by our crafters/vendors!
*Handmade Mittens *Handmade Dish Cloths
*American Girl Doll Clothes *Organic Loose
Leaf Tea *Tupperware *Homemade Crafts
*Tastefully Simple *Rada Knives *and many
more….
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**Trinity members Chuck
Zarns, Pastor Mike, and Curt
& Charlie Moe all sing in
and/or conduct the chorale.

From Trinity Lutheran Princeton to St. Andrew’s Cairo,
Egypt!! The
banners have
made their
way and have
arrived safely!
Just in time to
begin the season of Advent!!
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Community Table

With Thanksgiving falling on the fourth Thursday in November and with the Christmas
holiday in December, the next Community Meal will be December 2nd. We will be
serving ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green bean casserole, cranberry sauce,
home made buns, pickles, carrots and a jello poke cake for dessert. We are looking
forward to seeing you on December 2nd! https://bit.ly/30SNpbi

AA Meetings, Open & Welcome to All--Thursdays, 7pm
We have an Alcoholics Anonymous group that meets here at Trinity that is open and welcoming to all who would like help. The group meets on Thursdays (every
Thursday) at 7:00 pm in person or, via Zoom, if needed. This meeting is for
ANYONE.
If you're interested in attending an AA meeting but this time doesn't work
for you other meetings can be found by searching online using "AA Meeting Locator".
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Altar Flowers have
Sign up for altar flowers today! This is a great way to acknowledge an anniversary, birthday or loved one. The sign up is located in the Narthex. Cost
of the arrangement is $15. Payment can be made by noting FLOWERS anywhere on any of your donation (online or in person) or you can drop payment by with the office. Please take your arrangement home after the
service that Sunday.
REMINDER:-PLEASE HELP US MAKE FINANCIAL HEADWAY TODAY.
Whatever our new normal will look like, we will ALWAYS rely on and be grateful for the generosity of our donors,
no matter how small those gifts may be!
REGULARITY is what we need more than anything!! But regularity is usually what we are lacking during the summer months. Please be mindful of such dynamics and your role in that as we anticipate our summer months.
As there have been throughout the pandemic, there are still any number of ways to give:

•
•

By Mail—Simply drop your gift in the mail: Trinity Lutheran Church, 111 6th Ave. N, Princeton, MN 55371

•
•

Automatic Withdrawal—Contact your bank.

On-line—You can visit www.trinity-princeton.org and give RIGHT NOW, if you want, and that gift can also
be set-up to come in a recurring way. (This is from our website, scroll down and click on the offering plate image there.) This is THE
most efficient way of signing up for Simply Giving, which is administered by Vanco, one of the most secure e-commerce companies
in the industry.

By App—Both the Apple and Google Play app stores have a free app called “GivePlus.” Once downloaded to your device, simply search for “Trinity Lutheran Church, Princeton, MN”; follow the directions for registering; and set-up your giving in whatever way works for your faithful generosity, one time, recurring, or
whatever.

•

In-Person--We have I-pads set-up to receive your debit or credit cards for those who don't travel with cash
or checkbooks. And, of course, our offering plates are always available to receive your gifts.
Thank you again for supporting God’s mission for us! THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!
Prayer List

Brenda Smith

Members

Anne Stevenson

Jeri Ann Bredemus

Joyce Tessmer

Joy Christenson

Prudence Tessmer & family

Jim Dery

Ardy Tourville

Susan Deyle

Barb Wicktor

Katey Donais

Russ Wicktor

Lainey Druar

Dean Winslow

Dale Dunham

Ginny Winslow

Marlys Hanson
Bruce Lacher

Family Members & Friends

Tad Larsen

Melaina Anderson (Joyce
Anderson’s grand
daughter)

Lee Family
Del Liestman
Eric Lukkari
Helen Lundgren
Chellis Matz
Jean Miller
Emily Nelson
Ed Peterson
Bev Reed
Warren Reed
Dina Scandinato
Wayne Senne
Carol Skare
Matt Skarohlid

Ben (Judy & Bill Hilliard’s
nephew son’s )
Peter Berry (Mary Berry’s
son)

Rachel Fadden( friend of
Ron & Judy Peterson/
Jim & Jan Dery)
Jan Gale's daughter Jamie

David Doerfler (Pastor
Mike's uncle)
Jill Ende (Joyce Anderson’s granddaughter)

Tracy Pidde( Princeton 3rd
grade teacher)
Amanda Ridout (friend of
the Pancoast Family)

October 2021
Income $357,817.39
Expenses $299,489.33
Difference $58,328.06
Claire Barthel

Jacob Benver
Eden Betzler
Lacee Broding

Riley Broding
Joan Gessar (Courtney
Hoppe's mother in-law) Marion Rova (Chuck
Ronald Duresky
Anne Jacobson (Beth
Warner’s sister)
Riley Forland
Gunderson’s mother)
Rob Savage ( Friend of the Derek Hanson
Dick Johnson(Barb
Keller family)
Hunter Lestrud
Senne’s brother)
John Schmid (family of
Kenzi Lytle
Mike & Linda BauDale Kannegiesser (Elaine
Storck’s friend)

mann)

Andy Struthers (Maria BarPatrick Kavanagh (friend
lage’s brother)
of Jan Wittnebel's famiMauricio Trujillo (friend of
ly)
the Patnode and Miller
Evelyn Kingma (June Kunfamilies)
kel’s sister in-law)
Patty
Thul’s Sister Sheri
Janice Luecks (Jeff Lueck's
mother)

Diane Boser (Friend of Dan Randall Lundgren (Debi’s
& Jean Anderson)
Pederson’s nephew)
Gene Brown (Pastor Mike's Dale McLaen (Darcee
uncle)
Larsen/Laurel McKenCaitlin Christenson (Kenny
& Joy Christenson’s
daughter in-law)

Elliott Pancoast (Pastor
Mike’s dad)

Finances through

ney’s brother in-law)
Esther Neussendorfer
(Danette Scepurek’s
grandmother)
Janice Omtvedt (Ingrid
Bavier’s mother)
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Scott Wallin (Char Kramersmeier’s son)
Eric Webster (friend of the
Morisset family)
Ronda Wetzel (daughter
of Andrea & Ron
Sandusky)
Serving in the Military
Andrew Anderson
Andrew Barthel

Anthony Mandt
David McCarney
John McCarney
Zachary Morisset
Ben Noard
Parker Pedersen
Mario Scandinato
Jaden Thimmesch
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