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Then the Lord said to Moses, “...Tell the Israelites, ‘At 

twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will 

be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the 

LORD your God” (Exodus 16:12).  

Yes, THE Creation story is found in Genesis 1:1 and 

begins, “In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth.”  

And yes, scholars and theologians often speak of the 

“Second Creation Account” in Genesis 2, the one 

where God creates the man out of the dust of the 

ground and the woman out of the man’s rib.  

But really, both accounts are only the prelude to one 

of THE most fundamental aspects of encountering 

and being encountered by God, namely that the 

essence of God’s heart and mind are to create and 

to provide. It’s the bottom-line foundation of who 

God is and what God does and how God relates to 

the Creation God has created. The very first thing we 

say we believe in the Creed is, “I believe in God the 

Father Almighty, CREATOR of heaven and earth…”. 

And we can continue to follow that thread—of a 

God who provides for and continues to create on 

the behalf of the Creation—throughout the entirety 

of the Biblical story. For example, the story of the Fall 

of Creation involves both the doubt and mistrust that 

is placed in humanity’s heart about that nature of 

God—perhaps God isn’t as giving and providential 

as you’ve been led to believe… perhaps God is 

holding something back from you, never mind that 

God has essentially given you ALL of creation except 

for one tree. So the story of the Fall of Humanity itself 

is set up first by understanding that nature of God in 

terms of creativity and providence and as God’s 

identity of the One who gives. And yet, when it all 

comes apart at the end of Genesis 3, even when the 

man and the woman are expelled from the paradise 

and easy, even simple life in the Garden, they do not 

leave without new, protective garments of animal 

skins that came from…? Genesis 3:21, “And the 

LORD God made clothing…”. Even as rebellion and 

hardship and death have been ushered into Crea-

tion, God continues to create and provide.  

We could certainly understand the Noah’s Ark stories 

in this foundational way, of a God who creates and 

provides for and through Noah, even as the world 

falls apart.  

All of the accounts from Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
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and Deuteronomy are stories about how God creates 

and provides, whether that is a leader to lead God’s 

people out of slavery in Moses; or God’s protection from 

the plagues that beset Egypt; or simply creating and 

providing the fundamentals for life in water and meat 

and bread in the desert wilderness for 40 years.  

I think you could read virtually any Bible story—continuing 

especially through the Gospels that continue to reveal 

the essence of God’s heart and mind for Creation 

through Jesus—and simply ask yourself, “What is it God is 

creating and providing in this story?” and know basically 

what the story is about.  

Maybe you’ve picked up on the angle I’ve been taking 

toward the Scriptures this fall: it’s not just about a dusty 

old story, about dusty old people, from a dusty old and 

often complicated ancient text from long, long ago. Ra-

ther, the stories that we’re hearing invite us to make 

sense of our crazy world from the standpoint of how God 

relates to those stories, to those people in that book.  

So if it’s true that the essence of God’s heart and mind is 

one of creating and providing, out of God’s grace and 

love for this fallen Creation, sometimes even in spite of 

our fallen and broken Creation, then WHAT DOES THAT 

MEAN? What does that mean for you and me? What 

does that mean for us as we live our lives pulsing in and 

out of gathering for worship and back into our daily lives?  

Luther’s Small Catechism points us in a direction of faith 

and response. His explanation on the 1st Article of the 

Creed— “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, CREATOR 

of heaven and earth…”—reminds us God’s act of creat-

ing isn’t just about Genesis 1 or 2. It’s not just about Exo-

dus or 1st Samuel or the Gospel of John. What Luther in-

vites us into believing and living according to what we 

believe is that God is still in the business of creating and 

providing for US. Today. Here’s how Luther’s explanation 

reads:  

“I believe God has created ME together with all 

that exists. God has given ME and still preserves 

MY BODY AND SOUL: eyes, ears, and all limbs and 

senses; reason and all mental faculties. 

In addition, God daily and abundantly provides 

shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and 

farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock, and all 

property—along with all the necessities and nour-

ishment for this body and life.” 

Likewise, in his explanation on the 4th Petition of the Lord’s 

Prayer, the one about “daily bread. And what is this 

“daily bread” that God provides? 

“Everything included in the necessities and nour-

ishment for our bodies, such as food, drink, cloth-

ing, shoes, house, farm, fields, livestock, money, 

property, and upright spouse, children, and mem-

bers of the household, upright and faithful rulers, 

good government, good weather, peace, health, 

decency, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, 
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and the like.” 

It’s not just about water in the desert. Or manna and quail. God provides daily for us. For you. And for me. As 

well as, through the economy we are a part of (for good or for ill), through farmers and ranchers that grow 

and harvest and sell, through our means of making a living, any way and every way that puts food on our ta-

ble and a roof over our heads. 

But we can also recognize that it is not so for everyone. The promises that God gave to Abraham and Sarah 

were that the blessings God gave to them were intended to be blessings through them to the whole world. 

Think of a glass that is poured into until it overflows everywhere. THAT is the image of God’s promised blessings 

to Abraham and Sarah.  

In the story of the Feeding of the 5,000, when the disciples are fretting, “Where are going to find enough 

food? What are we going to do?”, Jesus simply says to those disciples, “YOU give them something to 

eat” (Matt. 14:16; Mark 6:37). And lo and behold, there’s someone there with the meager elements of 5 

loaves and 2 fish—John’s Gospel tells us that it was a young boy (John 6:1-14)—and those things become the 

starting point for sharing with and feeding all those hungry people.  

Our calling is not only to receive with thanksgiving what God daily provides for us but to share those blessings, 

as well, as inheritors of the promises and blessings to Abraham and Sarah and all their descendants, as follow-

ers of Jesus. These things are not optional. It’s who we are created to be, from the very beginning.  

And so the antidote for our sin-bound misunderstanding that we are the ones who provide for ourselves, or 

that what we have is solely for our consumption and enjoyment is two-fold. First, to grow in the practice of 

gratitude, to God, yes, in prayer and praise and thanksgiving—just to pause even before meals for a daily 

prayer… “Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest…”. It can be as simple as that. It can be as silly and playful as a Bi-

ble Camp prayer: “We thank the brown cow for the chocolate milk…”. But also, to share that gratitude with 

those around us, those who serve us in daily life, those who bring us joy, those whom we see and notice what 

they do to make this world and our lives a better place. Tell those people—from your spouse to your children, 

to the waitstaff that serve your meals, to the cleaning staff where you work, “I appreciate your place here. 

Thank you for doing what you do.”  

The second part of the antidote for our sin-bound misunderstanding and forgetfulness for a God who provides 

is that we grow in our understanding of our role in how God creates and provides when we share what we 

have been given. Your offering to our congregation is that. Your willingness to help volunteer and serve on 

Sunday mornings is that. Your ability to share through our food pantry or school supplies or personal care kits 

for distribution through Lutheran World Relief are that. It’s what we want to teach our confirmands—not just to 

check boxes, “Ok, you’ve done ‘x’ number of hours of service. You’re ‘done.’”—but to learn and to practice, 

to serve alongside others who serve. Whatever ways we can find to be generous and giving, here and any-

where… and not just to do those things but to do them with the intent to be ourselves mirrors and echoes of 

God’s grace and love. To be grace-filled and kind and loving and providential and creative as God is grace-

filled, kind, loving, creative, and providential.  

Notice and name your daily bread.  

Give thanks to God and express gratitude to others.  

And find ways to share and to be generous, that the dusty old stories, about dusty, old people, from a dusty, 

old, complicated ancient text take on new meaning and new flesh and blood in our lives.  

Community Thanksgiving Eve Service—Wed., Nov. 24, 7pm at 1st Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Though Pastor Mike will be in Colorado for Thanksgiving with his parents 

and siblings, Trinity is still one of the sponsoring congregations for our 

Princeton Area Ministerial Association Thanksgiving Eve Service at 1st 

Congregational.  

Father Kevin Anderson will be the preacher that evening. 

One of the highlights of the season is fellowship after the service, for 

which we have been asked to provide 6-dozen cookies or bars. If you 

can help provide, please look for the sign-ups in all the usual places, both 

online, as well as at Trinity.   
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NEW MEMBERS (PATHFINDERS) SMALL GROUP IS FORMING NOW 
Our small group for investigating membership here at Trinity is forming now, and initial invitations have gone 

out via email and snail mail. If you have not received and invitation and would like to be a part of this year’s 

Pathfinders small group, please speak with Pastor Mike. Joining the Pathfinders group does not obligate you 

to joining Trinity, but it IS the way that we provide information about Christian faith and practice; being a fol-

lower of Jesus in a particularly Lutheran way; and the regular life of our congregation. (Reception of New 

Members is scheduled for Sunday, May 15.) Our first official New Members/Pathfinders event is SUNDAY, 

OCTOBER 31—please note the announcement about “REFORMATION SUNDAY—MEET OUR NEW MEM-

BERS…” below. 

SPONSORS—We are also looking for sponsors for our new members and given where on congregation has been and is on this side of 

the pandemic want to invite potential sponsors to also be a part of the monthly Pathfinders small group gatherings that will be taking 

place on Sundays beginning in November. If you can be a sponsor for one of our Pathfinders, please let Pastor Mike know.  

REFORMATION SUNDAY—MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS, POTLUCK LUNCH, & MARTIN LUTHER MOVIE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31st 

WHO ARE WE as followers of Jesus in the Lutheran way? WHO IS OUR CONGREGATION BECOMING as we begin to welcome those investi-

gating membership here at Trinity? Come find out!! As part of our observation of 504 years of the Lutheran Reformation, we will be… 

• Meeting those folks who will be investigating what it means to be a follower of Jesus in the Lutheran way; in-

vestigating membership here at Trinity; or planning on joining the church during our coffee hour at 10am; 

• Gathering for a pot-luck lunch at Trinity Crossing at 11am; and  

• Learning a little bit about the Martin Luther story by viewing the 2003 Luther move, beginning at noon.  

The Vikings don’t play until 7pm—come make it a day of learning and growing!     

SUNDAY—NOVEMBER  7th, 2021 

All Saints’ Sunday is the day we remember, with praise and thanksgiving to God for the promises of 

eternal life, all those who have left us in death over the past year.  

We also prayerfully recall all those who have joined the Church Triumphant with the Lamb who 

was slain, whose life, faith, and witness still makes an impact on our lives, regardless of the date of 

their death.  

On this All Saints’ Sunday, we will be remembering in name and prayer, all of the following, either who were members of 

our congregation, or, to whom our congregation ministered in their time of grief since last All Saints’ Sunday:  

In addition to remembrances of all those individuals to whom our congregation ministered over the past year, there will 

also be opportunity for YOU to recall by name, those whom you call “saints” in your life.  

Join us on Sunday, November 21st at 10:15am.  

All are welcomed AND NEEDED  to help decorate AND move the sanc-

tuary around for the season of Advent!! 

Lunch will be served after the decorating and rearranging  is done!!  

Kenny Neumann  

Marie Wallsmith *  

Wade Bray *  

Linda Henchen  

Elmer Salo *  

Carol Kint *  

Kathy Nelson *  

Marlys Bragg  

J. Philip Knapp 

Clay Foss  

Carol  (Marlene)         
Foss  
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OFFICE HOURS     Monday—Friday 9am –2pm   

• Pastor Mike’s day off is typically on Monday, subject to change on weeks that council meets for its regular, 2nd-
Monday meeting. 

• Thursday/Friday are typically Pastor Mike’s visitation days when he will be conducting home visitations and Holy 
Communion for our elderly and homebound. 

• Pastoral emergencies can still be directed to Pastor Mike by contacting him directly on his cell 
phone. 

• Covid protocols will continue to be in place at the office—I.e., please don’t come to the office if you 
are feeling ill or exhibiting any kind of respiratory symptom (coughing, sneezing, etc.); if you have 
knowingly been exposed to Covid-19; etc.  

• Masks are encouraged for all gatherings unless all participants are fully vaccinated.  

Christian Sympathies and funeral Information 

Our deepest Christian sympathies to The family & friends of Carol (Marlene) 

Foss and her son Clay Foss as they mourn their passing. A funeral service for 

Carol will be held here at Trinity Lutheran Church on Saturday, Oct. 30th at 

11am with visitation one hour prior.  A visitation will also be held from 4:00-

8:00 PM on Friday, October 29  with a prayer service at 7pm. 

 

Our deepest Christian sympathies to Jan Wittnebel & family as they mourn the loss of her brother Drew Litecky. 

Our deepest Christian sympathies to the Broding family as the mourn the loss of Blake’s father Rodney. 

Our deepest Christian sympathies to the Pearson family as they mourn the loss of Randy’s father Jim.  

Personal Care Kits—Thank you for you contributions to the Lutheran World Relief Care 

Kits!! We are still in need of a few nail clippers if possible. Watch the announcements soon for a 

day to assemble our kits. There are about 50 kits that will need to be bundled and tied.                       

The supplies needed are: Nail Clippers 

Donations can be dropped off at Trinity during office hours, or on Sunday mornings.  There is a bin inside 

the front doors. For more information or questions, contact Barb Egbert at 763-389-5860 or egbert-

still48@gmail.com 

Bulletin Mailing & Hard copy Newsletter-Are you getting the Trumpet? 

Please let Liz know the best way for you to receive our communications—Monthly DIGITAL E

-Trumpet via email? Or Monthly MAILED Trumpet?  

If you get the monthly mailed Trumpet and are anticipating being gone somewhere warm 

this winter for extended time, please let Liz know of those dates, as well so you continue re-

ceiving your Trumpet there!   
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Pantry Needs: 

Tuna Fish  

Socks 

Small Potato Chips 

Individual Cereal Boxes 

Granola Bars  

Pop Tarts 

Peanut Butter /Jelly  

Breakfast Bars 

Goldfish 

Instant Oatmeal  

Pudding cups 

Macaroni and Cheese Micro-

wavable and Boxed  

Fruit cups 

Fruit Snacks  

Microwave Popcorn 

Toilet Paper  

Crackers 

Feminine Hygiene  

Products***  

Juice Pouches/Boxes 

Personal Hand Sanitizer  

Individual Packs of Applesauce 

Trail Mix  

Hamburger Helper 

Bubble Gum  

Instant Single Serve Mashed  

Potatoes 

Men’s and Women’s Deodor-

ant  

Spaghetti O’s 

Individual Shampoo &  

Conditioner  

Ravioli 

Shaving Cream  

Individual Cups of Rice 

Ramen Noodles  

Little Debbie Snacks 

Hair Bands  

Peanuts 

Shaving Cream (Men and 

Women travel size)  

Combs & Brushes 

Body Wash/Soap  

All Snacks 

Bottled Water  

Calculators  

Boxed Dinners  

Canned Soups -consider pop 

tops 

Please consider that 

can openers are not 

always available. 
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ON-GOING SMALL GROUP STUDIES 

 Men’s Breakfast —Men’s Breakfast gathers in the fellowship hall usually on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month at 8am. We WILL gather on Satur-

day, November 13th & but NOT on Saturday, November 27th. 

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study—  Our Tuesday morning study meets at 10am, 

hope to see you there.  

 Women’s Bible Study – Will meet the third Thursday of the month at 9:30am. Next meeting Thursday, No-

vember 18th 

No November 

Meal  

GOOD SHEPHERD FUND IN NEED OF RECHARGING 
In response to our mission to INVITE * EQUIP * SEND, for years 
here at Trinity, we have maintained an emergency relief fund 
called The Good Shepherd Fund. It’s name connotes its purpose, 
echoing Jesus’ words from the Parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats: “Whatever you did for the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). The fund is completely 
supported by donations from members of our congregation and is 
used at the pastor’s discretion for any sort of emergency need, 
both from within our congregation but mostly from beyond. Not a 
month… and often not a WEEK goes by that we don’t get a call 
from someone or from one of our partner congregations (Christ 
Our Light, New Life, and/or Bethel Christian Reformed, most fre-
quently) to help with rental or utility assistance, vehicle repairs, 
shelter from an abusive relationship, and/or transient shelter. 
When the fund balance drops below $1,000, we have put out an 
appeal for recharging it. If you can find it within your generosity 
to help with recharging that fund, we want to INVITE you to do 
so. Please be EQUIPPED out of your generosity to give, that we 
be re-EQUIPPED to SEND the love of Christ to the least of his 
brothers and sisters in need. Donations can be given to Trinity 
Lutheran Church with the note “For the Good Shepherd Fund.” 
Thanks!!  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY—Join us the 1st Sunday of each month at 10:15AM.  Our group knits Prayer 

Shawls to be given to those who need God’s arms wrapped around them in the time of 

need.  Baby shawls are given to children who are baptized, and caps/scarves are given 

to support the Twin Ports Seafarers Ministry.  All shawls, caps and scarves are blessed be-

fore they are given away.  Please join us in the choir room during coffee hour.  If you 

have questions, contact Joyce Anderson at 763.389.2444. 
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Green Tips for 2021 are re-
searched and written by members 
of two congregations in our North-
east MN synod.  They are pub-
lished monthly in the Synod An-
nouncements. These tips are time-
ly and informative messages 
about environmental stewardship. 
Offering sound science, they range 
from practical tips for your own 
daily practices to needed policy. 

 

AA Meetings, Open & Welcome to All--Thursdays, 7pm 

We have an Alcoholics Anonymous group that meets here at Trinity that is open and welcoming to any and 

all who would like help. The group meets on Thursdays (every Thursday) at 7:00 pm in person or, via Zoom, if 

needed.  

If you have any questions about the meeting or getting the zoom link, you can call ei-

ther Beth at 612-396-6556 or Trisha at 763-331-2623.   

This meeting is for ANYONE. 
If you're interested in attending an AA meeting but this time doesn't work for you other meet-

ings can be found by searching online using  "AA Meeting Locator".  
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A Collaborative Middle- & High 

School Ministry Between Trinity and 

Immanuel Lutheran Churches 

This Month’s Regular Wednesday Schedule 

5:30pm Dinner—All are 

welcomed 

6:30pm Worship 

7:30pm Small Groups 

Middle School Youth 

Confirmation Prep 

6th—8th Grades 

Books of the Bible Memory Work Reminder: 

Don’t forget—in addition to simply making 

getting around your Bible that much easier, 

we have “incentivized” your memorization of 

the books of the Bible: a $10 DQ gift card 

when you can recite the books of BOTH the 

Old & New Testaments!  

Serving God by Serving Others—Up-Coming Opportunities 

Here are a variety of service opportunities for you to learn and grow in your ser-

vice to God through service to others: 

In-Service—Any project or activity ben-

efitting our churches: 

• Wednesday or Sunday Worship— 

Ushering, Serving Communion, 

Greeting, Serving Coffee. 

(Remember acolyting is its own 

thing.) 

• Hanging of the Greens—Helping to 

decorate Trinity for the Advent & 

Christmas seasons.  

• Holiday Boutique or Cookie Walk—

Fri., Dec. 3rd (set up) and/or Sat., 

Dec. 4th (general help-out)  

Community Service—Any project or 

activity benefitting others beyond our 

churches: 

• Community Meal— No meal in No-

vember. Next one will be in Decem-

ber.  

 

Summer Servant Mission Trip OPEN TO CURRENT 8TH GRADERS: 

We are opening our summer servant mission trip to any current 8th graders and/or their par-

ents! 

• WHERE: Baylou LeBatre, Alabama—outside Mobile. 

• TO DO WHAT: anything from Kids’ Clubs, food pantry work, and/or outside service. 

• WHEN: Departing Fri., June 17 and returning Sun., June 26. (That’s 2 days down and 2 

days back with 5 days of service and learning, Sun., June 19 - Fri., June 24.) 

• HOW MUCH: $379/participant + travel expenses—with PLENTY of fundraising opportunities between now 

and then!  DEADLINE TO SIGN-UP WITH $50 DEPOSIT: Wednesday, November 10. 

(See next page for 

Living IT High School 

activities and 

events) 
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Living IT High School Events & Activities: 

 This Month’s Regular Wednesday Schedule 

5:30pm Dinner—All are 

welcomed 

6:30pm Worship 

7:30pm Small Groups 

Nov. 3—Service Project (TBA):  Come & Serve! 

Nov. 10—Digging Deeper Bible Study: Come & Learn! 

Nov. 17—Fun Night (TBA): Come & Enjoy! 

Nov. 24—Thanksgiving Eve Service @ 1st Congregational 

Pastor Mike’s Address: 11184 Brenda Blvd,  

Becker, MN 55308 

Up-Coming Fundraisers: 

These are open and availa-

ble and are necessary parts 

of the commitment to our 

Summer Trips. 

10th Annual TLY Holiday Boutique Fundraiser  

Come shop with over 20 local Crafters and vendors! Visit 

our Bake sale table, concessions for lunch and sign up 

for some amazing door prizes donated by our crafters/

vendors!  

*Handmade Mittens *Handmade Dish Cloths *American 

Girl Doll Clothes *Organic Loose Leaf Tea *Tupperware 

*Homemade Crafts *Tastefully Simple *Rada Knives *and 

many more….  

There will be a couple other craft shows in Princeton that 

day & Immanuel Cookie Walk! Get  

out and enjoy these wonderful community events on 

December 4th!  

**TLY Holiday Boutique Fundraiser is 

hosted by the Trinity Lutheran Youth 

Group.  

All proceeds benefit their Mission trips. 

 
See page 8 for information 

on this trip.  

If you would like to sign up to bake cookies for this event—

please visit  the Sign-Up genius at   https://bit.ly/3pJxkib 



10 

Prayer List 

Members 

Jeri Ann Bredemus 

The Broding family as the 

mourn the loss of Blake’s 

father Rodney 

Joy Christenson  

Jim Dery 

Susan Deyle 

Katey Donais 

Lainey Druar 

Dale Dunham 

The family & friends of the 

Foss family  

Marlys Hanson 

Bruce Lacher 

Tad Larsen  

Lee Family 

Del Liestman 

Eric Lukkari  

Helen Lundgren  

Chellis Matz 

Jean Miller 

Emily Nelson 

The Pearson Family as they 

mourn the loss of 

Randy’s father Jim  

Ed Peterson 

Bev Reed 

Warren Reed 

Dina Scandinato 

Wayne Senne 

Carol Skare 

Matt Skarohlid 

Brenda Smith 

Anne Stevenson 

Joyce Tessmer 

Prudence Tessmer & family 

Ardy Tourville 

Barb Wicktor 

Russ Wicktor 

Dean Winslow 

Ginny Winslow 

Jan Wittnebel & family as 

they mourn the loss of 

her brother Drew Litecky 

Family Members & Friends 

Melaina Anderson (Joyce 

Anderson’s grand 

daughter) 

Ben (Judy & Bill Hilliard’s 

nephew son’s )  

Peter Berry (Mary Berry’s 

son) 

Diane Boser (Friend of Dan 

& Jean Anderson) 

Gene Brown (Pastor Mike's 

uncle) 

Caitlin Christenson (Kenny 

& Joy Christenson’s 

daughter in-law) 

David Doerfler (Pastor 

Mike's uncle) 

Rachel Fadden( friend of 

Ron & Judy Peterson/

Jim & Jan Dery) 

Jan Gale's daughter Jamie 

Joan Gessar (Courtney 

Hoppe's mother in-law) 

Anne Jacobson (Beth 

Gunderson’s mother)  

Dick Johnson(Barb Senne’s 

brother)  

Dale Kannegiesser (Elaine 

Storck’s friend) 

Patrick Kavanagh (friend of 

Jan Wittnebel's family) 

Evelyn Kingma (June Kun-

kel’s sister in-law) 

Janice Luecks (Jeff Lueck's 

mother) 

Randall Lundgren (Debi’s 

Pederson’s nephew) 

Dale McLaen (Darcee 

Larsen/Laurel McKen-

ney’s brother in-law)   

Esther Neussendorfer 

(Danette Scepurek’s 

grandmother) 

Janice Omtvedt (Ingrid 

Bavier’s mother) 

Elliott Pancoast (Pastor 

Mike’s dad) 

Tracy Pidde( Princeton 3rd 

grade teacher) 

Amanda Ridout (friend of 

the Pancoast Family) 

Marion Rova (Chuck Warn-

er’s sister) 

Rob Savage ( Friend of the 

Keller family) 

John Schmid (family of Mike 

& Linda Baumann) 

Andy Struthers (Maria Bar-

lage’s brother) 

Mauricio Trujillo (friend of 

the Patnode and Miller 

families) 

Patty Thul’s Sister Sheri 

Scott Wallin (Char Kra-

mersmeier’s son) 

Eric Webster (friend of the 

Morisset family) 

Ronda Wetzel (daughter of 

Andrea & Ron 

Sandusky) 

Serving in the Military 

Andrew Anderson 

Andrew Barthel 

Claire Barthel 

Jacob Benver 

Eden Betzler 

Lacee Broding 

Riley Broding 

Ronald Duresky 

Riley Forland 

Derek Hanson 

Hunter Lestrud 

Kenzi Lytle 

Anthony Mandt 

David McCarney 

John McCarney 

Zachary Morisset 

Ben Noard 

Parker Pedersen 

Mario Scandinato 

Jaden Thimmesch 

 

 

REMINDER:-PLEASE HELP US MAKE FINANCIAL HEADWAY TODAY. 

Whatever our new normal will look like, we will ALWAYS rely on and be grateful for the generosity of our donors, 

no matter how small those gifts may be! 

 

REGULARITY is what we need more than anything!! But regularity is usually what we are lacking during the sum-
mer months. Please be mindful of such dynamics and your role in that as we anticipate our summer months. 

As there have been throughout the pandemic, there are still any number of ways to give: 

• By Mail—Simply drop your gift in the mail:  Trinity Lutheran Church, 111 6th Ave. N, Princeton, MN 55371  

• On-line—You can visit www.trinity-princeton.org and give RIGHT NOW, if you want, and that gift can also 

be set-up to come in a recurring way. (This is from our website, scroll down and click on the offering plate image there.) This is THE 

most efficient way of signing up for Simply Giving, which is administered by Vanco, one of the most secure e-commerce companies 

in the industry.  

• Automatic Withdrawal—Contact your bank.  

• By App—Both the Apple and Google Play app stores have a free app called “GivePlus.” Once download-

ed to your device, simply search for “Trinity Lutheran Church, Princeton, MN”; follow the directions for regis-

tering; and set-up your giving in whatever way works for your faithful generosity, one time, recurring, or 

whatever.  

• In-Person--We have I-pads set-up to receive your debit or credit cards for those who don't travel with cash 

or checkbooks. And, of course, our offering plates are always available to receive your gifts. 

Thank you again for supporting God’s mission for us! THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!  

Altar Flowers have  
 Sign up for altar flowers today!  This is a great way to acknowledge an an-

niversary, birthday or loved one. The sign up is located in the Narthex. Cost 

of the arrangement is $15. Payment can be made by noting FLOWERS an-

ywhere on any of your donation (online or in person) or you can drop pay-

ment by with the office. Please take your arrangement home after the ser-

vice that Sunday. 

Finances through  

September 2021 

Income $330,402.91 

Expenses $268,759.57 

Difference $61,643.34 
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Council President—Matt Barlage 

Excerpted for the sake of space from a Temple 

Talk, Sunday, October 24. 

Today I want to share the Mission and Vision that the 

Council has created for Trinity. 

You will find an insert in you bulletin this morning [in 

the text box on the right of this page] that shows our 

result. Many of you will recognize the INVITE-EQUIP-

SEND, but we have added statements that describe 

what each of these words means in the Mission of Trinity. 

We began crafting these statements at the Council Retreat back in April. 

Pastor Mike and I walked the Council members through a series of ques-

tions so that we could really understand what Trinity’s Mission is. We asked, 

“Why does Trinity exist?” “What are we uniquely suited to do?” “We are 1 

of 3 churches on this block—what can we do that they cannot?” “What 

would it mean to our community if Trinity wasn’t here anymore?” These 

questions helped us get to the heart of Trinity’s DNA. This helped us under-

stand that these are not just fancy words that we put on a wall, or file way, 

or a weekend activity that we check off a list. INVITE-EQUIP-SEND and 

these added statements that define them are woven in to the very fabric 

of everything that Trinity is now, ever was, and always will be. 

Once we knew what Trinity’s Purpose was, we needed to explore how Trin-

ity would live its Purpose. The church we were before the pandemic could 

not be the church we are as we navigate through it, and after it is finally 

over. We are no different than many other churches; we could all see the 

slow decline in numbers. As we navigate our way out of this pandemic we 

all know that we need to rebuild our numbers. I proposed to the Council 

that in order to make Trinity a thriving, energetic, faith filled, active church 

its primary focus should be attracting families with kids. 

I m sure you are reaction is similar to the Council’s when they heard my 

proposal. “Every church would love that.” “That is easier said than done.” 

“OK, but how to you expect to do that?”  

In all my years of personal development and leadership study I have 

learned that people do what people do because it brings them pleasure 

or value. For any numbers of reasons people have left the church, be-

cause it does not provide them pleasure or value. So in everything that 

trinity does to express its Mission, it must do it with the goal of providing val-

ue. First and foremost in order to be a bright shining light that provides a warm and welcoming environment to ALL, 

we must value everyone that walks through our doors. Regardless of race, creed, orientation, political party, or 

even vaccination status because we are all children of God and that will never change. We will attract families 

not by inviting them to Sunday service, but by providing value in their lives by hosting family friendly events that al-

lows us to be visible in the community but not in a “churchy” kind of way. The Council has talked about many dif-

ferent ideas of things that we could do that would be of great value to our community and make Trinity’s Mission 

come to life. I would love to share them with you, so please find me or Pastor Mike or and other Council member. 

We would love to share them with you. 

I am excited to see what the future of Trinity holds and how this Vision will take shape, but I am just here to show 

you where we have pointed the ship. Pastor Mike and you Council can only do so much. If Trinity is going to grow 

into a thriving church it will be because all of you wanted it to happen. Next week I will share with all of you how 

you can climb aboard and be an active part of the Mission and Vision I have shared with you today. Not because 

we have slots to fill. I promise it will be less painful than a time share presentation. We will not hold you hostage. But 

because all of you are valued members of Trinity’s community and we want you to take this journey with us. I hope 

to see you next week. 

Matt Barlage 

Council President 

Mission/Vision Statements:  

INVITE * EQUIP * SEND 

Invite: Trinity is a bright, shining light 

that provides a warm, welcoming en-

vironment to all. 

Equip:  Trinity seeks to provide the tools 

and resources to strengthen its partici-

pants’ faith and faith response by of-

fering invitation, instruction, examples, 

coaching, modeling, and assistance. 

Send: Trinity looks to impact our com-

munity, world, and  whole creation 

with the love of Christ by sending from 

this place every day followers of Jesus 

equipped through their faith and faith 

response to reflect the Light of Christ 

to anyone they encounter in their eve-

ry day lives.  

• Are these statements TRUE? Where 

are places you can point to in our 

congregation where these are 

TRUE? 

• Would you like for these state-

ments to be TRUE?  

• What would it look like in our con-

gregation for these statements to 

be TRUE? 

• “How can I help make these state-

ments TRUE?”  
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