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36 While they were still talking about Jesus’ ap-

pearance at Emmaus, Jesus himself stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking 

they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 

minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 

myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” —
Luke 24:36-39 

The IFs of Easter 

In this season of Easter, of course, we hear 

again the words that are the foundation of our 

faith: “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 

come again.” 

But WHAT exactly do we mean by those words?  

If the season of Easter is just a passing phase 

through which we pass on our way to whatever 

comes next on our schedules…  Worse yet, if 

Easter is but “a day,” then as the apostle Paul 

puts it, “We are to be pitied more than all peo-

ple” (1 Cor. 15:19).  In fact, Paul doubles down 

on the “IF” of Easter:  “If Christ has not been 

raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 

faith. ...And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile…” (1 Cor. 15:14, 17). 

If Easter is just dressing in our Sunday best and 

lilies and trumpets and ham and Easter eggs 

and bunnies, and then Monday rolls around, 

and we’re back to normal, then Paul’s words 

are that much more true for each and every 

one of us. And if that’s the case, really, why 

bother? IF it’s just all a big fairy tale, seriously, 

why bother with worship at all? One of the 

changes in not only our country’s culture but 

also in church culture that I have noticed over 

my 25 years of ministry is that even the phenom-

enon of the “C & E Christian”—that is, “the 

Christmas and Easter Christian”—has all but 

dried up. Perhaps the IF of Easter has just proven 

to be too much for some.  

 

Could there have been more IFs for those first 

disciples? They were the ones who had 

pinned their immediate hopes on who this Je-

sus claimed to be. When the resurrected Je-

sus sidled up next to the two grief-stricken dis-

ciples on their way home from Jerusalem to 

the village of Emmaus, they expressed their 

disillusionment in their disappointment as they 

explained to the unrecognized Jesus was had 

happened in Jerusalem: “We had hoped he 

was the one who was going to redeem Isra-

el” (24:21). If only… 

Of course, the way the rest of the story goes is 

that as Jesus travels along with those two, he 

explains to them “all that was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself” (24:27). And after 

Jesus is urged to stay with these two travelers as 

he signaled that he was still going to travel on 

beyond Emmaus, we are told that Jesus “took 

bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give 

it them. THEN their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him and he disappeared from their 

sight” (vs. 30-31).  

The IF of Easter was no longer a mere possibility. 

They had seen and heard and tasted and prob-

ably even touched the reality of Easter resurrec-

tion right there in that very room! In fact, that 

“IF” was SO REAL they got up at that very mo-

ment, perhaps not even clearing the dishes from 

supper, and they ran the seven miles all the way 

back to Jerusalem to tell Peter and the remain-

ing 10 disciples what the two had experienced 

in Emmaus.  

And it’s while they were talking about what hap-

pened at Emmaus that Peter and the rest’s lin-

gering “IFs” were resolved, as well. For Jesus 

himself, as the report goes, stood right there 

among them, affirming the Emmaus experience: 

“Touch me and see,” Jesus says, looking to re-
move the mere possibility of resurrection and 

replace it with the same motivation that moved 

the other two, in spite of their blinded grief, to 

run the 7 miles back to Jerusalem with their re-

port.  

 

Our congregation faces A LOT of IFs ourselves, 

not just about Easter, but even about where we 

go from here. I’ve expressed some of those IFs 
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...my previous articles. “How are we going to 

do this IF we only have one pastor around?” I 

asked in my March Mash. “What does it look like for us IF we are marked with the cross of Christ, the 

mark of Jesus’ own suffering and death?” was my question in my Annual Report.  

It’s more than an interesting detail that the resurrected Jesus confronts the IFs that those disciples 

had, not only by simply appearing before them, but more so by inviting them to “Touch me and 

see” (v.39). The marks of Jesus’ suffering and death become proof positive that indeed Jesus has 
been raised victorious over that which seemed to overcome him. 

Will it be so for us? Will our congregation’s marks of our own suffering, the marks of the cross in our 

own ordeal—the loss of a pastor; our decline in giving; questions about “Who’s left?” from among 

our congregation; and more—be the places where we also witness and experience God’s faithful-

ness even in the midst of suffering, even unto our own resurrection from the dead? The answer to our 
questions will be wrapped up in each of our responses to the IFs of Easter.  

—See you in worship, 

Pastor Mike      

Pastor Mike’s Mash 

OFFICE HOURS     Monday—Friday 9am –2:30 pm   

• It will always be a good idea to call ahead during these covid times. The pas-
tors' schedules tend to be pretty flexible in general.   

• We will continue to encourage you who might be in higher risk categories to 
stay home and conduct business by phone. 

• Pastoral emergencies can still be directed to either Pastor Mike or Pastor Kari 
by contacting them directly on their cell phones.  

• PLEASE, out of care for our staff, do not come to the office for any rea-
son……if you are feeling ill or exhibiting any kind of respiratory symptom (coughing, sneezing, etc.);…if 
you have knowingly been exposed to Covid-19;…if you have a compromised immune system 
(chemotherapy patients, etc.); or…if you are at a higher risk of exposing others (i.e., nursing home em-
ployees, etc.).  

• IF YOU DO COME TO THE OFFICE…Masks are required. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING, PATIENCE, AND SUPPORT AS WE CONTINUE TO SEEK TO SERVE 

YOU!  

TRINITY COUNCIL  

We had 85 people participate in this year’s Annual Meeting on 
February 28, in-person, via Zoom, and through their vehicle’s 
radio. Please see the Council Bulletin Board in the Narthex/
Entry Way to identify your congregation’s leadership: Kim An-
derson, Matt Barlage, Jacob Calvert, Joy Christenson, Erin Cu-

ta, Mitch Elness, Sally McCarney, Collin Miller, Cory Miller, Patty Thul and Jan 
Wittnebel.  

Each month’s meeting minutes, and other pertinent material will be posted here 
throughout the year.  
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SOME EXPLANATION ABOUT OUR  

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES: 

 

HOLY WEEK begins on Palm Sunday (also 

called Passion Sunday), on March 28. Here is 

a brief rundown on our Holy Week & Easter 

schedule: 

• PALM/PASSION SUNDAY--March 28, 9AM 

On this Sunday we mark 

Jesus' triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. The crowds 

welcomed him as a con-

quering hero, which at-

tracted the attention 

both of the Jewish leaders (who thought 

Jesus to be a dangerous heretic) and 

the occupying Roman authorities, seek-

ing to keep the peace in their em-

pire. On this Sunday, we'll begin our entry 

into the story with a "readers' theater"-

style reading of the Passion Narrative.  

• MAUNDY THURSDAY--April 1, 7:00 PM 

The word "Maundy" is 

related the word we 

know English, 

"mandatory." It's on this 

night we 

hear commands (also 

related to the word "mandatory") from 

Jesus: "Do this in remembrance of 

me," with regard to the Lord's Supper 

and "Wash one another's feet," with re-

gard to the posture of our servanthood 

to each other and the world. 

On this night, at the conclusion of the ser-

vice, we'll witness the powerful ritual of 

the "stripping of the altar," a symbol of all 

that is "stripped away" from Jesus as he is 

betrayed, abandoned, and denied by 

his friends, arrested and beaten by an 

unholy alliance between powerful reli-

gious authorities seeking to manipulate 

the law-and-order civil authorities. 

• GOOD FRIDAY--April 2 at 7:00 PM 

It seems odd to call this 

day "good," for it is noth-

ing but violence, abuse, 

humiliation, and injustice 

for Jesus. And yet, it is 

even with all this horror in 

view that we bear witness with John's 

Gospel, "Jesus Christ is the Light of the 

Word, the Light NO darkness can over-

come."  

This night’s service will be a powerful ser-

vice of creeping darkness and candle 

light called a "Tenebrae Service" or a 

"Service of Shadows."  

• EASTER SUNDAY--APRIL 4, 7 & 9AM 

HE IS RISEN 

INDEED!!  
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• All services listed (with the exception of 

the 7am Easter Service) will be both IN-

PERSON and LIVESTREAMED. 

• All services that feature a Livestream will 

also feature drive-up communion after-

ward.  (Please enter the Crossing parking 

lot from the entrance closest to Rum Riv-

er.)  

• Masking and distancing are still a part of 

our practice.  
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Keeping your contact  

information current.  

With the annual report mailings and the 2020 

end of year giving statement mailings it be-

came apparent that some of our member address information is not up to date. So….. 

Did you know that you can access your information to update the church directory online 

or get it as an app on your phone or tablet? And did you know that it is easy to make sure 

your own information is up to date? And that you can even update your picture in the 

online directory (If your picture is in the church directory from 2016, that is the picture used 

for your online directory. (Many of you may have changed a little since then.) 

 

The software, "Breeze," that Trinity uses for our membership information allows for all of this. If 

you have not set up your own Breeze account to access the church directory and see/edit 

your own information, look for an email coming in the next few days inviting you to set up 

your account. If you don't get an email or need help, please contact the church office. 

(763-389-2671) 

 

If you wonder if your information is up to date, but are not very computer savvy, please 

contact the office to double check your information! We want to make sure we keep eve-

ryone's contact information current! 

ON-GOING SMALL GROUP STUDIES 
 

 Men’s Breakfast (2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8am)—Our next Men's Break-

fast will be held on Saturday, April 10 and April 24  

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study— Each Tuesday morning at 10 – 

11:30am a group of anywhere from 3 to 8 men and women. Join us 

TUESDAYS as we talk about the next Sunday’s Scripture reading.  

Camp Onomia Registrations 

The early bird deadline has come and gone, but there are 
still other ways to help defray the cost of Bible Camp at 
Onomia. Make sure you fill out and return the WELCA 
Campership Fund application that is on the table with the 
FaithWalk supplies and TLY publicity in the Narthex. This is 

new this year—since our women’s organization wasn’t able to hold their hotdish luncheons 
this past year, funds are limited. We just need to make sure that everyone who wants or 
needs money for camp gets it. Money will never be a reason why a kid can’t go to camp! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A PART OF MAKING SURE A KID GOES TO  
CAMP ONOMIA, PLEASE SPEAK TO PASTOR MIKE.  
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Green Tips for 2021 are researched and written by mem-
bers of two congregations in our Northeast MN syn-
od.  They are published monthly in the Synod Announce-
ments. These tips are timely and informative messages 
about environmental stewardship. Offering sound science, 
they range from practical tips for your own daily practices 
to needed policy. 
  

A study published in the journal Science found that with medium-level human-caused climate 

change expected by the end of the century, the world's oceans, rivers and lakes will be too hot for about 40 

% of the world's fish species in the spawning or embryonic life stages.  Biologists studied the temperature 

tolerance of 694 fish species, finding grave implications for the nearly 3 billion people whose primary pro-

tein source is seafood.  According to the Alfred Wegener Institute and the Helmholtz Centre for Polar and 

Marine Research, limiting climate warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius by midcentury and beyond will affect on-

ly 10% of the fish species, while warming that comes in at 5 or more degrees Celsius will endanger 60% of 

species.  URGE YOUR LAWMAKERS to address the climate change that threatens the ability of fish popula-

tions to reproduce and replace themselves.  

March is food share month 

Please participate in Minnesota’s largest grassroots food & Fund Drive 
through supporting the Princeton Pantry with donations, March 1-April 12, 
2021. 

Food pantries throughout the state use this opportunity to supplement in-
come through a percentage of matching food and funds donated through 
Feeding America and businesses. It is the primary food and fund drive for 
Princeton Pantry each year. Please fill a bag with groceries or donate 

through Trinity Church, your local businesses or directly to the pantry. 

How to donate - Through Trinity offering using envelopes specific to the food pantry or oth-
erwise designating checks or cash. Envelopes can be found by the bulletin boards in the Nar-
thex. Other local businesses available for food drop off are Hy-Tech Auto on Rum River Dr. 
and they are open during business hours and collects for the pantry year round. Deliver or 
Mail donations to Princeton Pantry at 104 6th Ave. S. Princeton MN, 55371 (hours Mon. & 
Wed.1-3 pm, & Fri. 9-11 am. Online at our website https://princetonpantrymn.com 

Key Input For Trinity 

If you are a key holder for Trinity/Trinity Crossing - please email the 

office and let us know your status. Are your keys still in use or may we 

pass them on to the next party for use?   

https://princetonpantrymn.com
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Prayer List 

Members 

Jeri Ann Bredemus 

Jim Dery 

Susan Deyle 

Katey Donais 

Dale Dunham 

Marlene Foss 

Adolph Hamann 

Marlys Hanson 

Phil Knapp 

Bruce Lacher 

Tad Larsen 

Kyle, Heather, Damon, Paige, 

Jade & Morgan Lee 

Del Liestman 

Chellis Matz 

Jean Miller 

Emily Nelson 

Ed Peterson 

Bev Reed 

Warren Reed 

Dina Scandinato 

Carol Skare 

Matt Skarohlid 

Brenda Smith 

Anne Stevenson 

Joyce Tessmer 

Prudence Tessmer & family 

Ardy Tourville 

Carol Warner 

Chuck Warner 

Barb Wicktor 

Russ Wicktor 

Dean Winslow 

Ginny Winslow 

  

Family Members & Friends 

Peter Berry (Mary Berry’s 

son) 

Isabella Borunda (Roger & Jan 

Gale’s grand daughter) 

Diane Boser (Friend of Dan & 

Jean Anderson) 

Gene Brown (Pastor Mike's 

uncle) 

Jean Carlson (Chuck Warner’s 

sister) 

Virg Carlson (Chuck & Carol 

Warner’s brother in-law) 

Caitlin Christenson (Kenny & 

Joy Christenson’s daughter in

-law) 

David Doerfler (Pastor Mike's 

uncle) 

Rachel Fadden( friend of Ron 

& Judy Peterson/Jim & Jan 

Dery) 

Jan Gale's daughter Jamie 

Joan Gessar (Courtney 

Hoppe's mother in-law)  

Marian Grow (LaDonna 

Olson’s sister) 

Dale Kannegiesser (Elaine 

Storck’s friend) 

Patrick Kavanagh (friend of 

Jan Wittnebel's family) 

Evelyn Kingma (June Kunkel’s 

sister in-law) 

Drew Litecky (Jan Wittnebel’s 

brother) 

Janice Luecks (Jeff's Mom) 

Randall Lundgren (Debi’s Ped-

erson’s nephew) 

Dale McLaen ( Darcee Larsen/

Laurel Mckenneys brother in-

law) 

Esther Neussendorfer 

(Danette Scepurek’s grand-

mother) 

Janice Omtvedt (Ingrid 

Bavier’s mother) 

Elliott Pancoast (Pastor 

Mike’s dad) 

Tracy Pidde( Princeton 3rd 

grade teacher) 

Shauna Poorker (Jim & Jan 

Dery's granddaughter) 

Amanda Ridout (friend of the 

Pancoast Family) 

Rob Savage ( Friend of the 

Keller family) 

John Schmid (family of Mike 

& Linda Baumann) 

Andy Struthers (Maria Bar-

lage’s brother) 

Mauricio Trujillo (friend of 

the Patnode and Miller fami-

lies) 

Patty Thul’s Sister Sheri 

Scott Wallin (Char Kra-

mersmeier’s son) 

Eric Webster (friend of the 

Morisset family) 

Ronda Wetzel (daughter of 

Andrea & Ron Sandusky) 

  

Serving in the Military 

Andrew Anderson 

Andrew Barthel 

Claire Barthel 

Jacob Benver 

Eden Betzler 

Lacee Broding 

Riley Broding 

Ronald Duresky 

Riley Forland 

Derek Hanson 

Hunter Lestrud 

Anthony Mandt 

David McCarney 

John McCarney 

Zachary Morisset 

Ben Noard 

Parker Pedersen 

Mario Scandinato  

Jaden Thimmesch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Tuesday, March 30 

10am        Bible Study, In-

Person & Zoom 

11:30am   Staff Mgt 

 

Wednesday, March 31 

9am          TOPS 

6pm          NO Worship 

6:45pm     NO FaithWalk 

Small Groups 

  

Thursday, April 1 

Maundy Thursday 

6pm          Gateway Scouts  

6pm          AA 

7pm          Worship 

  

Friday, April 2 

Good Friday 

7pm         Worship 

 

Sunday, April 4 

Easter Sunday  

7am          In-Person 

9am          In Person & 

Livestream Worship 

10am        Drive up Holy Com-

munion 

 

Monday, April 5 

Office Closed   


