TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday, May 22, 202—4th Sunday in Lent
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY—Ask any of our FaithWalkers how it
is the Ten Commandments are to be divided up… Or, as the
teacher of Jewish Law in our reading today does, ask them
what the two greatest commandments are, and they’d tell
you: Love God with all that you are, AND love your neighbor as
yourself.
As followers of Jesus in the Lutheran way, the Small Catechism
reminds us how this comes to bear in the way we read the Ten
Commandments. They tell us not only what we are NOT
supposed to do; they also, at the very least, imply what we ARE
supposed to do, from the standpoint of loving our neighbor.
In fact, we could even say that one of the most important words that Jesus speaks today is that little
word “AND”—Love God AND love your neighbor. We might even say that we love God BY loving
and caring for the needs of our neighbors. Perhaps there is no more important practice of our faith
than that in this moment of time.

INVITE
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME
* BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
P Brothers and sisters in Christ, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We pause in silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Most Merciful God,
C We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. But for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us. Renew us. And lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake,
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by the authority Jesus has given his Church to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
* OPENING HYMN | #632 “O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” (Vs. 1-3 & 6)

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. (Silence is kept to gather all for prayer.) Lord,
C You are the one God, and besides you there is no other, but how can we love you with
all our strength when we fall so far short in loving our neighbor as ourselves? Help us
unravel the mystery of a love so amazing that it blesses not the rich who give a little
out of their abundance, but the poor who give everything out of their poverty, through
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen

EQUIP
THE WORD— Mark 12:28-34
R The reading comes from the Gospel, the Good News, according to Mark, Chapter 12,
beginning with verse 28.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
While Jesus was teaching in the Temple courtyard, 28 One of the teachers of the
law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good
answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29 “The

most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 And the second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
32 “Well

said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and
there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than
all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34 When

Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from
the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
C Thanks be to God.
KIDS’ TIME—PASTOR MIKE
SERMON—PASTOR MIKE

* HYMN OF THE DAY | #656 “BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS”

* APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
OFFERING & SPECIAL MUSIC|
*OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves; our time;

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SEND
* SENDING BLESSING
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
* CLOSING HYMN | #504 “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”

* DISMISSAL
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord!

C

Thanks be to God

